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By Dick Thomas 
National ~fanager of 

Advertising and Public Relations 

A Look At 1975 
For some of us, 1975 was a year highJighted with joy; 

fortunately, for some, it was a year mixed with both 

pleasant and joyous remembrances. 

As the new year approaches, each of us has a ten­

dency to sit and reflect on the events that occurred 

during the last year. 
Needless to say, 1975 will be remembered as a year 

of severe national economic conditions. This, in one 

way or another, has had a direct bearing and influence 

on our family and lifestyle. 

1975 saw the country leave war and enter peaceful 

times wJ1ich were absent during the last decade. The 

American people have suddenly experienced a calm 

in international relations which would call for no U. S. 

servicemen fighting abroad during the holidays. Gladly, 

Bob Hope had to cancel his traditional military base 

entertainment tour which spanded nearly twenty years. 

AJJ things considered, 1975 was a year to make this 

nation aware of mankind. Think about it ... People are 

rekindling a new enthusiasm in brotherhood, a new faith 

in humanity. 
Families are becoming more unified in their activ­

ities, whether they be social or leisure in nature. 

We, at Yamaha, hope in some small way that our 

product has brought some joy and happiness into your 

life during 1975. Motorcycle riding is a sport that also 

unites mankind in his pursuit of freedom and excite­

ment. Man and machine united. Man and wife, father 

and son, mother and daughter. People, families, a? 

sharing in the common bond of motorcycling. 1111s 

country started with man and machine and it may well 

end on that note. 

Yan:iaha hopes I 975 was a year to remember ai!d 

more unportantly, that J 976 offers a new Horizon 111 

your life. 



Letters to the Editor . 

Dear Yarnaha: 
I've been motocrossing for the past couple of years, but this year 

I decided I'd give trials riding a try. Boy, it's almost tougher than moto­
cross. I don't think it can be beat for a real test of endurance, and I'm 
sure glad I had a Yamaha. I don't see how those other guys can make it 
with the clumsier motorcycles. Thanks for introducing me to trials, and 
thanks for a good trials machine. 

Horizons Editor: 

Yours Truly, 
Dick McDonald 
Charlotte, N. C. 

As the owner of several of Yamaha's outstanding products, I'm glad to 
see that you've been featuring things like the Composite. When I'm not 
riding my Yamaha, I'm swinging my Yamaha, and my tennis game has 
rea/Jy improved since I invested in the Composite. I figured if someone 
like Margaret Court thinks it's good, it's got to be good. As usual, I wasn't 
disappointed I bought a Yamaha. 

Gemlemen: 

Cordially, 
Bonnie Hill 

Berkeley, Calif 

My brother got a Mato-Bike for his birthday and it rea/Jy makes me 
mad, 'cause you don't make a girl's bike, too, and my mom says it's not 
ladylike to ride my brother's Mato-Bike. I don't care about being ladylike, 
it's a rea/Jy neat bike, and I want one. Are you going to make a girl's 
model someday? My birthday isn't for six more months. 

Dear Horizons: 

Shelly Youngstree 
Orlando, Fla. 

Your advertising has to be among the best I've seen for any motorcycle. 
You not only tell the story about Yamaha's racing experience and the help 
racing has given to you in designing motorcycles for the street, but you 
also tell enough about each model so that a person can figure out which 
one would be best for him. It makes choosing the right Yamaha a lot 
easier for a first-time buyer. 

Dear Horizons: 

Enjoyably, 
Colin Mdntosh 

Waterbury, Conn. 

That copy of the Cycle World Road Test you ran on the RD350 was 
super. I can't afford to buy all the motorcycle magazines I'd like to read, 
and since I'm going to school, I don't have too much time to read them 
anyway, so it's great that I read yours and still find out what other mag­
azines are saying. 

Sincerely, 
Bob Clarke 

Racine, Wis. 
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ABOUT THE COVER 

This Christmas, thousands of people 
throughout America were overjoyed 
at the sight of a brand new Yamaha 
underneath the tree on December 25. 
If you weren't among the lucky ones 
in 1975, we hope your dream will 
come true in 1976. Remember, today 
is the day ... 
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The '76's Are Rolling 
A Spectacular Line-up of Yamaha Motorcycles 

Responding to the ever-increasing demand for four-stroke motorcycles, Yamaha Interna­
tional Corporation, the recognized leader in two-stroke engineering, has introduced a 1976 
product line highlighted by major new four-stroke designs. 

The new street models are the XS360C, a four-stroke twin, and the XS750C, a four­
stroke three cylinder, shaft-drive motorcycle. The two machines round out a street line 
which is composed of the 80 cc Chappy, RSI 00C, RD 125C, RD200C, RD400C, XS500C. 
and XS650C. Added features on the 400, 500 and 750 cc machines include newly design­
ed cast aluminum wheels replacing the standard spoked type, plus the all-new rear hydrau­
lic disc brake. 

Other additions to the line are two single-cylinder, four-stroke 500 cc off-road machines, 
the XT500C equipped with lights and turn signals, and an off-road competition version, 
the TTS00C. Also introduced to Yamaha's competition products is the IT400C, a big­
bore machine equipped with off-road lighting and Monocross suspension, designed for use 
by serious competitors in rugged international trials and enduro contests. The TYJ 75C 
and TY250C trials bikes are also included in the '76 line. 

The motocross competition machinery has undergone some significant changes for 1976. 
Being produced are the YZ80C, YZl00C, YZ125C, YZ175C, YZ250C and YZ400C, all of 
which sport Yamaha's unique Monocross suspension system save for the YZ80C. The 
lower-priced MXl 25C comes standard with longer-travel front forks and forward-mounted 
nitrogen/oil shocks. 

The 1976 dual-purpose enduro models include the GT80C, DTl00C, DTl 25C, DT250C 
and the popular DT400C, all standard with Yamaha's patented Autolube Lubrication 
System which eliminates the unpleasant task of pre-mixing the gas and oil before riding, 
a function inherent in two-stroke engineering. 

The new efficient four-stroke street machines come in the wake of recent gasoline price 
hikes which will make commuter cycling much more attractive to the average American 
during 1976. 
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Honda really started the mini­
cycle kick with their XR 75, but 
Yamaha was not too far behind 
with their Mini YZ. Sure, it 
could be said that Yamaha had 
the first mini in the form of the 
Mini Enduro, but that bike was 
far from a race bike. 

Today's machines are highly 
specialized. They still aren't up 
to the quality of the 125 ma­
chinery, but they're getting 
there. Up until this year, when 
you bought a new minicycle, 
the shocks had to be scrapped, 
along with tons of other stuff. 

Friends, things are a whole 
lot different now that the Ya­
maha YZ 80C is here. This bike 
looks fast. 

Over the past couple of 
years, Yamaha has slowly been 
refining this machine, each one 
better than the last. It finally 
looks like they've reached the 
end. The new YZ is just about 
as far as a manufacturer can go; 
this bike is great! 

To answer your first ques­
tion, the bike isn't a Mono­
cross for a couple reasons. First 
it would cost more to produce, 
and Yamaha wanted to keep the 
price at a reasonable level. Sec­
ond, there is no room for the 
shock. To put one on this bike 
would mean eliminating the air 
box and all the stuff under the 
tank. It's just too small. Third, 
it would put too much weight 
too high on the bike, seriously 
affecting handling. 

Time for a quick lesson io 
rear ends. Everybody seems to 
think that the Monoshock idea 
is the way to go. Well, maybe 
yes, and maybe no. It depends. 

With this bike, definitely no. 
Like stated in the paragraph a 
few lines above, there are loads 
of reasons why not. One of them 
includes the fact that it would­
n't handle as well. 

That's true. We don't think it 
would handle as well. Why? 
First, a comparable mono frame 
would weigh more. There is 
more metal involved in the trail­
ing arm and it takes a pretty 
elaborate shock set-up to f unc­
tion properly. 

Adding that weight to the 
rear wheel would mean slower 
reacting limes when hitting 
bumps. That means that it 
would be easier to lose control 
over the real tough stuff. 

Next point. The lay downs 
work just as good. With laid 
down shocks, you can achieve 
just as much travel in the rear 
as you can with a Mono. It's 
also easier to understand the 
way the shocks are working 
compared to one Mono-shock. 
Also, if you blow one shock, the 
other will still be there working, 
which will at least let you fin­
ish the race. A Mono blows and 
that's it, pure spring. 

All the foof and fuss about 
Monoshock frames is getting out 
of hand. A rider can save bun­
dles of money by just getting a 
good pair of shocks and having 
them laid down. 

That's getting off the track, 
a bit, so back to the YZ 80C. It 
might not be an entirely new 
machine; it fact it is far from it. 
But the improvements are the 
ones that have been neded for a 
long time. 

When we went out testing, we 
took AJ Whiting along. He seems 
to be able to ride the Yamahas 
faster than most and he has been 
racing a prototype "C" model 
for some time. We also let AJ's 
dad, Art, come along, since he 
knows these bikes inside and 
out. 

Between the two of them, we 
learned a lot about the bike that 
could have been easily over­
looked. Like we said, a lot has 
been changed this year other 
than the paint. 

Speaking about the paint, it 
has been re-done to match its 
bigger YZ brothers (this year all 
Yamaha dirt bikes are YZs ex­
cept for a 125 MX model). It 
looks good and really accents 
the bike. 

Styling on the entire bike is 
great. It looks just like a full 
blooded racer like the "works'' 
machines. 

Heading from the front to 
the rear, we'll outline most of 
the changes. First and foremost, 

the triple crowns. For many 
years these have been a sore spot 
on the Mini YZ. lt appears as if 
Yamaha copied CZ in their fork 
holding arrangement. On the old 
bikes, the bottom crown had 
pinch bolts, but the top ones 
just held the tubes in line. 

Front end flex on the older 
machines was quite common, if 
not a rule of thumb. It was so 
bad that D-G came out with a 
set of replacement triple clamps 
to solve the problem. 

That's no longer necessary. 
The new trees come with bolts 
top and bottom. From what AJ 
says, it sure does make a differ-
ence. 

Between that and the new 
rear end, things are looking up in 
the suspension department for 
the miniflyer. Complementing 
the new, strong clamps, Yamaha 
has seen fit to re-work the forks. 
They now have more travel and 
better damping. 

We didn't have time to fiddle 
with the bike, but we hope to be 
able to see if we can improve on 
it. S&W has informed us that 
they are working on a kit to 
make the forks work like marsh­
mallows. Man, that would be 
trick. 

One thing that is very deceiv-
ing is the length of the fork 
tubes. It looks like they have 
about six inches of travel, but 
that's wrong. The tubes measure 
that long, but the forks use a 
maximum of four inches. 

It's a shame, since it would be 
pretty easy to use that added 
length. Maybe the S&W kit will 
be able to improve on that sit­
uation. 

Back to the rear suspension. 
We have covered it pretty thor­
oughly, but have yet to mention 
the shocks. Just looking at them. 
they appear to be the same old 
stuff that has been coming 
on the rear of Yamahas for 
years. 

Wrong. These shocks actually 
work. 

For a Novice, they would be 
fine until they blew up. Then a 
change to Konis, Boges, or Ama­

(Continued on Page 22) 
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Yamaha introduces a production motorcycl 
no one else is prepared to produce. t 

I'he ne\\ ),un,1h,1 RD400 Right now, 
tht·re 1:, no ot hl't motm cyl k Ii kc 11 

fhc c.ist ,1lum111um wheels ,ur ,m 
ol:,·ious innm ,ltlon They're e.i-,icr to m.1111 

tnm ,th,m trnd1ttonal :,poke whecb, Certamly, 
chcyn. more :,tylish And on the RD400, 
C'R~t alummum wheels are standard 
~ .. equipment. 

Another mnovat1on 1s the sclf-can-
~~ellmg t~trn :,ig~al This is a Yamaha 

.. exclusive thats both a safety feature 
~ 'It and a convenience all motor-
:~ cyclists will appreciate. 

Then there's the RD400's 
engme. A two-stroke, twin 400cc 

engine that's ,1 J1rect descendant of the 
3 

Yamaha world champion road racer.Arn 50 
cycle with legendary power. 0tor-

Yrt, for r1ll thnt power, stoppin . 
he quick and sure. Fade resistant disc bg 1111 

,1rc the recJsOn, and the RD400 has a di:a C.i 

bra½e on the r~·ar, as ~ell as the front And 
thm s cJnother mnovac,on. 

Right now, no one else 1s prepared 
to produce a motorcycle like the RD400 

Right now, you could be on it 

Someday 
you'll own a Yamah~. 

_. 



YAMAHA 
Helmets 

Combining good looks and safety, the new 
line of Yamaha motorcycle helmets features 
the Genuine Yamaha Track Graphic decal 
which decorates the helmet while providing a 
highly visible reflector. The helmet sports the 
stripe on all of its exciting colors and incorpo­
rates a tough fiberglass shell, a special liner 
and a comfort pad for safe, secure fit. 
The helmet is available in all sizes, both in 
standard and full-coverage models. Both carry 
all approvals - SCHA Certified, 290.1, De­
partment of Transportation, Snell and, when 
applicable, AAMVA. Improved visibility is 
vital to the motorcyclist and these helmets 
provide the best-possible visibility. 
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'Wing of Yamaha' Wins 
T say that Yamaha breezed to victory in recent 

inte:national competition would not be a trite sports­
page phrase. 

For it was the "Wing of Yamaha," borne by Pacific 
winds which sailed first into Okinawa Harbor ahead 
of a field of seven other racing vessels in a race from 
San Francisco to Okinawa. 

At the helm of the "Wing" was 3 5-year-old mechan­
ical engineer Hiroshi Totsuka, a veteran sailing com­
petitor who went to Yamaha last February to seek 
sponsorship for his entry in the 6,500-mile single­
handed race. 

Yamaha, Japan's largest producer of power and 
sail craft, considered Totsuka 's 95,000 miles of ocean 
racing experience and accepted the challenge of de­
signing and building a specialized yacht capable of 
competing in such a race. 

The challenge was great. Entries included five 
Japanese-sponsored craft, one French, one German 
and one American, and represented the latest in racing 
technology. 

In addition, several modifications of appointments 
had to be made to enable one man to navigate the boat 
on a long voyage. 

In the end, however, Totsuka and Yamaha proved 
more than equal to the task as the "Wing" not only 
won the event, but did so in record time, establishing 
a standard of 41 days 14 hours 28 minutes and 33 
s d ' , 
econ s for the Trans-Pacific route. 
f ~he specially designed craft, 'which incorporates all 

~ t a~aha 's e~sting hull design technology, overcame 

dyp 00n which struck on the approach to Okinawa 
an sail d • 
sea hli e mto the harbor under full sail, in the glare of 

;~e ghts ~roclaiming the win. 
by the ruebng man~a~ainst-nature test was sponsored 
Expos"f apan Assoc1at10n for the International Ocean 
Racin 

1 
•~n and was sanctioned by the Nippon Ocean 

Ya! ~ub under ~~spices of the Slocum Society. 
felt it :on' ?Y participating in the prestigious race, 
sition d tnbuted to the International Ocean Expo­
the rn an to a greater understanding of the sea and 

Th 
en who sail upon it 
e "W· • 

built in mg of yamaha" was conceived, designed and 
this fe t" amaz~ng three months' time. To accomplish 
and irn~~;. special project team was formed in March 

iately went to the drawing boards. 

During April, sailing tests were conducted on a half­
size model of the original design. Necessary changes 
were incorporated and production started in May. The 
"Wing of Yamaha" was launched at the Yamaha Boat 
Works, Arai, Shizuoka, Japan, on June S. 

Before being shipped to San Francisco, the "Wing" 
was put through extensive sea tests by her skipper. In­
cluded was an 800-mile single-handed race from the 
main Japanese island of Honshu to Kushimoto. Final 
changes were completed in July and final sea trials 
were conducted during the first week of August. 

Innovative features had to be incorporated in the 
"Wing" to make it especially suitable to single-handed 
ocean racing. 

Considering that 90 percent of the race is sailed in 
the easterly trade winds on a broad reach or running 
downwind, "Wing of Yamaha" was made as light 
possible with a wide beam and minimum wetted sur­
fac~ .. The n~t result is a boat that surfs downwind very 
eff1c1ently m the seven- to sixteen-knot prevailing 
winds encountered on the course. The deck layout, 
which includes a wind-operated self-steering device, is 
arranged to make the boat as easy as possible to be 
single-handed. 

Fatigue also was a consideration. A fully gimballed 
berth which pivots to maintain a level attitude and a 
solar battery system to maintain the standard battery 
system for lights and radio were two anti-fatigue fea­
tures of the "Wing." 

Those man-sparing amenities may well have spelled 
victory, as the typhoon broke the "Wing's" steering 
vane, forcing Totsuka to spend the last 48 hours of 
his trip awake to man the rudder. 

The finish itself was a calculated gamble for the 
veteran, as he faced the decision of sitting out the 
typhoon or attempting to sail through the edge of it 
to victory and a new record for the distance. He de­
cided to try to slip through the northern edge of the 
storm, a decision which was to prove the right one. 

The highly publicized win adds to Yamaha's vast 
experience as a major producer of all types of boats, 
from nine-foot dinghys to large power and sail 
cruising craft. Yamaha Boat Works officials said they 
felt the Totsuka undertaking would provide them with 
the technology to build better, safer boats in the 
future. 
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The Snow 

~ ~ 
~~-YAIAIA ._ 

Here! • 
1S 

Y amahas meet the challenge 

If there's ever a time that reliabilit 
·' h h J counts, 1t s w en t e mercury dives belcnr 

zero out on a broad, white expanse of 
winter's frozen cloak. 

And reliability is what sets the 1976 line of 
Yamaha snowmobiles apart from its com. 
petition in what Yamaha calls "The Great 
Snow Show" of new models. 

Optimism among snowmobilers is h~b 
with the introduction of two new snow. 
mobiles, the EX340 and EX440. Called the 
"Exciters," they highlight a Yamaha lineup 
which includes five additional lower-priced 
sleds and two high-powered racers. 

Favorable Northern United States market 
studies have given Yamaha high expectations 
for the 1976 model year after three seasons 
of unfavorable snow conditions and an over­
saturated market. 

Yamaha projects an increase in unit sales 
due in part to a significantly reduced number 
of snowmobile manufacturers, as well as to a 
model line designed to meet demands of con• 
sumers whose uses for sleds range from pun: 
recreation and competition to pulling heavy 
loads and other industrial or agricultural 
tasks. 

Meanwhile, research reports show that 
Yam aha has assumed a leading position due 
to progressive marketing programs and_• 
reputation for dependability establis~ed '.n 
just seven years since their introducuon in 
the United States. 



In the area of sound reduction, Yamaha 
factory engineers have continued to improve 
on their technologically advanced expansion 
chamber/ muffler design which cuts ex­
cessive sound while not inhibiting perfor­
mance. In addition, all 1976 Yamaha snow­
mobiles are equipped with carburetor air in­
take silencers that help to achieve the below 
78 dba sound level required on all snow­
mobiles manufactured after February l, 
1975. 

In addition to the Exciters, the 1976 
Yamaha snowmobile line includes the 
economical GS300 single and the brand new 
GS340 twin, with lightweight, mid-sized 
frames; and the more powerful GP300 single 
and GP440 twin. Rounding out the basic 
consumer line is the Prestige 440 with 
Yamaha's exclusive hydro torque drive 
system which transfers the power from the 
engine to the drive train without the stan­
dard belt/clutch assembly. 

For pure racing, Yam aha has released the 
SRX340 and SRX440, both end products of 
two years of testing high-performance, 
liquid-cooled engines which have dominated 
snow racing over the past few years. 

Features included in all 1976 Yamaha 
snowmobiles are fast-becoming standards in 
the industry, and have made Yamaha one of 
the best-selling snowmobile names on the 
market. 

Autolube oil injection system to assure 

(Continued on Page 24) 
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Bob Hannah 

Kenny Roberts 

Heading to Victory 
A proven champion and a veritable newcomer will 

carry Yamaha's colors into the 1976 motorcycle rac­

ing season with both rated strong contenders for over­

all honors. 
Anchored by Mr. Everything, Kenny Roberts, the 

team effort also will include highly touted newcomer 

Bob Hannah. 
Roberts comes off a season in which he posted an 

unprecedented single-season Grand Slam of the five 

types of motorcycle racing and captured six AMA 

season victories. The six-win year moved Roberts to 

sixth on the alltime list headed by Bart Markel, who 

had 28 wins over 12 seasons. In just four seasons, 

Kenny has chalked up 16 wins. 
The Grand Slam was Roberts' second of his career. 

The first came over two seasons in 1973 and 1974, 

and only one other rider in history-Dick Mann-bag­

ged all types of racing and it took him 17 seasons to 

accomplish it. 
Roberts and Hannah will be out to garner Yam­

aha's fourth consecutive manufacturers' title follow­

ing the successes of 1975. In addition, Roberts will 

be shooting for his third AMA Grand National crown 

in four years after having been edged out for the 

championship by Gary Scott in 1975. 
Hannah, 19, has been dominating Southern Calif­

ornia competition, often racing (and winning) in two 

divisions in the same day. 
He began racing only a year and a half ago, and in a 

recent span of 10 consecutive appearances, he was 

victorious in 18 events at such California courses as 

Carlsbad, Saddleback, Valley Cycle Park and Escape 

Country. 
"Bob is a gifted young man of unlimited potent­

ial," said Pete Schick, national racing manager for 

Yamaha, in revealing Hannah's appointment to the 

team. "His efforts clearly show a dedication to pur­

pose. We feel he can become a great motocross 
racer." 

Hannah, who was born in Lancaster, Calif., and 

now lives in Whittier, made an auspicious debut in the 
sport in July 1974. 

He won the first race he entered a 250cc Junior 

event ~gainst a large field of comp~titors at Indian 

Dunes m Valencia, Calif. 
He will begin his career with Yamaha in a series 

of AMA National qualifying races scheduled to start 

February 1 at Jacksonville, Fla. 

I 



some people 
will do anything 

Debbie Evans guided her mo­
torcycle into the soft, sandy area 
off to the side of the road and 
angled her handlebars, leaving 
her front tire diagonal to the 
frame. When the bike was per­
fectly balanced, she hi l the kill 
switch and the motorcycle sat 
motionless, suspended upright 
without the help of a kickstand 
or any other object. 

As she set atop her Yamaha 
TYl75, the intensity of her next 
feat furrowed her brow and 
caused tiny beads of perspiration 
to blister on her forehead. 

After several minutes of deep 
concentration, Debbie began to 
squirm. With her teeth, she 
yanked off her riding gloves and 
cautiously turned completely a­
round on her seat to where it 
looked like the motorcycle was 
going one way and she was going 
the other. Debbie sigl1ed and the 
group of onlookers that assem­
bled to watch her antics ap­
plauded lightly. 

Before the applause died 
down, Debbie crouched low on 
the Yamaha and put the top o( 
her head on the seat (remember 
the t • mo orcycle is still balanced 
sans kickstand). 

With a f • 
d 

ew swift movements 
an a to f Eva n o poise, Debbie 

ns, age 17 fro L Calif • . m ong Beach, 
on ti., was standing on her head 

1e motorcycle. 
The applaus genero e was much more us now as gathe d curious riders 

secrete around her to gc t her 

"Surely there 
Wires h . must be ~me aiding u I churped P t 1a1 biket" 

unconvi11ced k s eptrcs. 

She moved slowly back into 
her crouched position and fin­
ally dismounted. 

Debbie Evans is not a stunt 
rider by profession. Her sport is 
trials and by most standards she 
is one of the best around. 

Instructed by her father, 
Dave Evans, holder of numerous 
motorcycle titles and generally 
considered the gentleman of 
trials and enduro competition, 
Debbie has been riding since she 
was 6 years old and competing 
since age 9. 

Participating in the Amateur 
Class, Debbie has amassed 37 
points to date on her way to the 
70 she needs to transfer to the 
Expert Division, a feat she ex­
pects to accomplish sometime 
next year. As it stands, Debbie 
is the only female in the Am­
ateur class in California and if 
she reaches Expert standing 
when she hopes, she'll be above 
ail other female competitors. 

When she's not competing, 
Debbie visits local high schools 
and appears on television and in 
magazines on behalf of Yamaha 
lnternational Corp., who has 

, given Debbie assistance over the 
past couple of years. 

"The hardest thing to do 1s 
make people sec the difficulty 
of trials," comments Debbie. 
"That's one of the reasons I 
practiced al standing on my 
head." 

Debbie won't be go111g un­
noticed much longer. Her st::11 
rs dcf1111tely 11-.ing ,Is" her staml­
ing amonµs1 hc1 co111pc11t1on 
The ncx1 11111c you SCl' he, 11 
won· I be tlll her head. 11 will be 
on Lop ol the he,1p 
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Denim wind shirt pro­
tects without restricting 
movement 

Wear the action 
Whether it's for looking good astride your Yamaha in traffic or bes"d 
your Yamaha in the parking lot, proper apparel plays a key role in cd e 
pleting the image of an experienced motorcyclist. And Yamaha hast~­
proper a~ire, from warm, highly visi~I~ jackets an~ park~s to safe, corn~ 
fortable riding gloves. All Yamaha riding apparel 1s designed to ens 
rider comfort and safety while maintaining good looks and a trend-~re 
ing air which separates the motorcyclist from the pack. et-

Competition jacket is 100 
percent washable, is extra 
long 

Two-piece all-weather 
riding suit tailored in sev-
eral sizes --~-~--~~-~_J 

Extra-length street riding 
gloves have fully padded 
palm 

T-shirts include moto­
cross, road race, dirt rid­
ing designs 

Yamaha yellow makes 
this western parka highly 
visible 

Sport shirt is highlight­
ed by Y~maha's black 
graphic stripe 

, 



Yamaha's chest protector offers built-in safety com­
bined with extremely lightweight comfort, all wrap­
ped in a distinctive Yamaha yellow package. A Velcro 
tab on the neck strap and an adjustable strap around 
the back assure good fit and comfort. 

7 
Featuring h . . sides to e~vy canvas back supports and firm elastic 
support P;ovide sn~g. fit, long wear and maximum 
Women·~ admah~ riding belts are available in men's an children's sizes. 

Fast 
moving 
style 

Modeled after the racing leathers worn by Yamaha's 
own Motocross Team, this superior pair of goatskin 

racing leathers is available in gold with a black stripe 
or black with a gold stripe. 

The Enduro boot has large, heavy-duty buckles, double 
rivets and a super-grip cleated Vibran sole. In addition, 
the motocross boot features buckle/lace combination, 
full steel shank and 100 percent leather construction. 
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Road test 
(Continued from Page 11) 

cos would be in order. For the 

Experts, they should probably 

be changed right away. The good 

thing is that they work. The hot 

set-up would be lo leave them 

on while breaking in the bike, 

then switch when it comes time 

to race. 
There must be something 

right about this bike. All day we 

had to literally pry Al off the 

bike, he liked it so much. Even 

after we went up to his private 

track, he wouldn't get off for 

more than ten minutes at a time. 

So long as we're on the 

suspension, let's talk about the 

handling. The bike seemed to do 

everything right. Over the real 

rough washboard sections. the 

bike tracked straight and didn't 

want to hobby horse off line. 

The bike went where it was 

pointed. Hitting berms. AJ could 

stuff it in and bring the bike out 

under power with the front 

wheel in the air, just like on a 

CZ400. 
Al made things look easy. 

Cresting that many Jumps on the 

International track at the Dunes. 

the bike went straight. Even 

when turning 111 mid-air and 

landing in a turn, the Yamaha 

had no trouble. 
One thing that was obvious 

was the fact that the new rear 

end stays on the ground bette, 

than before. fnstead of hoppmg 

in the air, it stays on the ground 

and gets traction. 

For most minicycle tracks, 

this bike is suspended perfectly 

and will handle anything right 

out of the crate. 

Power on this machine 1s just 

short of phenomenal. The new 

"C" is finally a full 80cc. Or 

more precisely, 79cc It sure is a 

Jot closer than 73cc 

The motor is very strong. All 

test long we rode the bike hard, 

and 11 \tood up well When we 

received the bike, JI only had a 

few minutes on the motor. and 

those were around a parking 

lot at Yamaha. 
It is so strong that one of the 

Yamaha mechanics took a YZ-C 

ou I to Saddleback Park to clown 

around. He finally ended up on 

the scrambles track. Sounds like 

fun, a near six-foot mechanic on 

a mini. Well, he was blasting a­

round the track when he finally 

came up to a 250cc motocrosser. 

After a few laps, he passed him 

and started to pull away. This 

bike is really strong. 
Also, in some other cases, 

they drag raced the mini against 

a 250 Enduro bike. The mini 

won!!! It's amazing how fast the 

new bike is. 
Power comes on all over the 

place too. It isn't the least bit 

pipey. To prove this, AJ decided 

to do some plain ole trials riding. 

Sounds simple? Then read on. 

Right next lo the Interna­

tional track at the Dunes is a big 

mound of dirt, say about 30 feet 

tall. It is fairly steep and covered 

with rain ruts. There is an easy 

way up, but no easy way down, 

except off the sides. 

AJ would climb right up the 

side of the hill, make a tight, 

trials-style turn, and head down 

the hill at a moderate speed. 

Mind you, this is the type of 

thing that is impossible to walk 

down, and he's riding on it. 

Amazing, truly amazing. 

All this time the Yamalia mo­

tor was pulling real strong horse­

power. There are no flat spots m 

the power band. 

Torque Induction (Yamaha's 

fancy name for reed valves) real­

ly helps on this maclune. On 

some of tl1e bigger bikes, the 

reeds aren't that noticeable. On 

the Mini YZ, it would be lost 

without them. 

A Mikuni carb handles the 

breaking chores, and quite well. 

It 1s a full 24mm and it is just 

right to feed the hungry 80cc 

motor. 

An interestmg side note is the 

fact that this year's carb I~ sil­

ver. So what, you say. Well, ,r 

wa5 black and they painted 11 
silver. rl1Jt's odd. 

fla1 t of t hl• good pmw, r.111 

also be traced to the pi . 

d • pe. It 1s 
re es1gned a touch and k 
th. . eeps 

mgs quiet as well as . 
• I t running 

ng1. 

One rumor we heard but , can-
not confirm is the fact that Ya. 

maha just used the GYT-Kit bar­

rel on the new bikes and bored 

them. We did not have time to 

tear into the motor, so we can't 

say. 
Either way, if you want more 

ponies, a grinding wheel will do 

it, but reliability will tly out the 

window. Take your choice. 

According to AJ, the power 

is pretty good for a stock bike. 

Being that it is a new bike, when 

AJ went to race it, they made 

ltim ride the modified class. 

It seems funny, since the bike 

was stone stock, fresh from the 

crate. What the heck, he raced 

it in the modified class. Funny 

thing is that he grabbed about a 

third against all the other modi­

fied bikes. 
With a little work to the bike, 

it is going to be a screamer. It 

won't take much. Just blue 

printing the motor should bring 

out enough power to beat the 

XRs. Funny thing is, to make an 

XR really competitive, it takes a 

pipe, head work, cam, pointless 

ignition, oil coolers, five speed 

trans, etc. 
All it takes to make the YZ 

fly is a dab of proting. Art 

Whiting says a pointless ignition 

really makes the bike a rocket, 

with no porting. Maybe that's 

the way to go? 

On Al .s personal YZ BOC, all 

he has is different shocks and 

the ignition plus bigger wheels. 

That alone is a winning com­

bination. This bike will kill tlle 

accessory market, since it needs 

so little to be just right. 

If you don't have the cash for 

all these goodies, don't \\Orry. 

since you can race tlus bike com­

petiti\'ely out of the bo,. 

Bits and pieces about the ma­

chine: 
Rims .ire steel, but they look 

plenty strong and they do their 

Job. Tht' front hub 1s a holdover 

f'10m the older GT models, since 

it still has rhe fitting for a 



speedo cable. It would be nice if 
Yamaha made a new, conical 
hub for this mini rocketshlp. It 
would knock a couple more 
pounds of unspring weight off. 
too. 

The front tire is fine. Jt works 
about as good as possible. When 
it wears out, pop for some better 
quality rubber. It will stick bet­
ter in the corners. 

Controls are weU laid out. 
The grips aren't half bad this 
year either. The levers have 
lhose good mud covers that keep 
your cables working longer. 

There is a "run-off' switch 
on the throttle. It would be bet­
ter on the left, and a but ton in­
stead of a switch. 

As already mentioned the new t • 1 , 
Bot~p e clamps do their job. 

brake pet; foot pegs and the 
b0ot wo/ are cut so that your 
A ~ew t fall off in the mud 

mored • • help. rainage holes might 

Shift 
I lever 15 • 

Pace ~ . in the right 
'D-i or all sizes of boot. ere is 

Which is . a new petcock 
fl simple ' 

b ear sprocket to opera le. 
e Watched . bolts have to 

about , since ti 
as fast as th icy loosen 

e rear spokes. 

The Yamaha YZ80C 

There is a chain guide, but a 
chain tensioner could be used 
with the long travel rear suspen­
sion. 

We can't figure why Yamaha 
wastes their money chrome plat­
ing the shocks. They would look 
better black in our opinion. Also 
black would throw off heat bet­
ter. 

Side plates look good and 
cover the air cleaner so all the 
dirt and goo won't get to it. 

Both fenders do their job, 
keeping dirt off the rider, and 
away from the air cleaner. 

Art suggests maybe a taller 
rear tire, or maybe replacing 
the rim with a bigger one. 

Reed induction works per­
fectly. It is fed by a silver paint­
ed Mi kun i. Air box is good. It 
lets the motor breathe and 
keeps things clean. 

Pipe is sufficiently muffled, 
complete with spark arrester. 

Rear tire comes complete 
with a rim lock, which is needed 
when a bike is spinning so quick. 

Claimed weight is only 141 
pounds. Sounds light, but we 
didn't have time to weigh the 
machine. 

Everything else seems to be in 
its place and functioning just 
right. 

Summing up the bike, it 
looks like a cold year for all the 
other manufacturers. The Ya­
maha YZ BOC will kill the com­
petition. It will take a Jot more 
than a stock XR can dish out, 
and still the Yamaha will come 
back for more. 

Kawasaki and Suzuki better 
get hopping, this bike is one 
large step ahead of the compe­
tition. 

It is the first mini to seriously 
offer good suspension stock. 
Luckily. Yamaha realized the 
shortcomings of the old model 
when this one was built, namely 
the bad triple clamps. So when 
they went to a better rear end. 
it improved the front end as 
well. 

It looks like loads of gold \\UI 

be going the wa) of the Yamaha 
riders this year at the feet of the 
"C" model YZ. It hJs most of 
the flaws worked our. \\ilh ht­
tie room le ft for 11nprovemen t. 
ocher than pcrsonJI ~huping b) 
the o,\ nt•t . 

Min it•~ dt•s lool- out. Y.1maha. 
it's ., bt•t1e1 111Jd11ne. 1eJl1). 
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Yamaha 
Snowmobiles 

(Continued from Page 17) 

proper mixture at all engine speeds, a disc. 
type brake for quick safe stops in all weather 
conditions, a redesigned instrument panel 
with increased accessability and instant 
reading, wider skis to increase buoyancy m 
deep snow, an emergency shut-off switch and 
tethered engine shut-off switch for double 
safety against runaways, and specially 
designed i~take air silencers are but a few of 
the host of special Yamaha features. 

On special models, additional systems far 
increased comfort and performance have 
been incorporated. These include the Hydro­
Torque power transfer system on the 
Prestige 440, and Torque Induction reed 
valve engine for faster throttle response and 
more usable horsepower through the low and 
middle RPM ranges. The Torque Induction 
system is incorporated into the GP 300, GP 
440, Prestige 440 and Exciter 440 models for 
1976. 

In all, Yam aha snowmobiles offer un• 
matched workmanship, performance and 
reliability for 1976 in the "Great Snow 
Show." 





Introducing then wTumaha Tf500: a modem 
The modem four .. stroke. Son of Thumper. 

The basic concept of the Tf 500 goes 
~ack to the Thumper-the four-stroke 
single machines that dominated 
off-road riding in the fifties. The 
Th~mper was a classically simple 
engm~. lt _was reliable and easy 
to mamtam. And it delivered 
terrific low-end torque. 

Yamaha has built a 
completely new motor· 
cycle around that 
concept. Yamaha has 
built the ultimate 
Dirt Bike. 
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can be fwed \ uitth opnonal 
Yamaha of !--road 
ltghnngktt 
(Lighting coil 1s 
incorporated into 
the magneto) 

Ahim1m•m alloy 
pision and cylinder 
for better heat 
d1ss1panon 

The TTSOO engine is the four-stroke 
single at its most advanced. (See cut­
away.) Bore and stroke are 87mm by 
84mm. Compression ratio is 9.0· l. 
The engine produces usable torque 
from idle all the way up to 6000 
rpm. The TT500 literally pulls like a 
tractor. 

The engine is fed by the 34mm 
Mikuni carburetor, with starter jet. 
The TT500 is actually easy to start. 
The air filter inlet is high up, just 
under the seat; so you can ride 
through water practically up to your 

knees. 
Lubrication is by a dry 

sump system The 
oil reservoir _;;~---.J 

,: 0 0 

~\ 
C-.~-;®· 
(.~ 

~~-'- • 

--

---==--- --~---------Engme has 8.5 mches 
of ground clearance 



version e classic 500cc four-stroke single. 

ts in the main 
upper frame rube, 

and oil is 
fed in and re­
turned by 

rrochoidal pumps. 
This eliminates the need for a large 
crankcase, and gives the engine 8.5 
inches of ground clearance. The 
TTSOO also has a new exhaust sys-
tem that keeps sound level down 
below 84-db. 

Suspension and braking. 
The suspension of the TTSOO is a 
direct adaptation of the latest in 
motocross design. The bike has long 
travel MX front forks and the new 
nitrogen/oil rear shocks. Of the rear 
shocks, Cycle World says: "Each time 
we encounter them, we are sold 
more and more on their performance 
and near indestructabiliry'.' 

The Yamaha leading/trailing 

When you know howtheyi♦e 
built, you'-Il buy a Yamaha 

\ 
Nitrogen/oil shocks 

provide 5.7 inches of 
rear wheel travel. 

I 

shoe brakes have magnesium 
backing plates and are attached to 

lightweight conical hubs. 

In sumrruny: _ 
The ITSOO has an elegantly simple, 
reliable engine. It has incredible 
torque. It has modem, motocross 
.~uspension. As Cycle World says: 
As a general all-purpose off-road 

~ 

recreation machine, you 
just can't do better'.' 

As we said: It's the 
ultimate 
Dirt Bike. 

/ , 
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The YAMAHA Family 
It's a lot more than motorcycles ... 

Leaving nothing to chance, Yamaha searches out the finest 
woods worldwide, personally selects each piece, then ages, 
dries, cuts and prepares it in unique Yamaha facilities to pro­
duce the world's only guitars whose production is totally con­
trolled by one group of craftsmen, even down to making the 
strings. Yamaha guitars are offered in both classic and folk 
styles. 

28 

The crown jewel of piano finishes- polished ebony . -now 1s 
available on all superb Yamaha grand pianos No other instru-
ment craftsman offers as many different models as does y 
aha, the recognized leader in pianos. am 

Play any Yamaha saxaphone, or play all four-from soprano to 
tenor. The same expressive response, the same attention to de­
tail exists in each of them because Yamaha has spent the last 
87 years refining a system combining the best in traditional 
craftsmanship with fully scientific design and production. 



Breakthrough achievements in state-of-the-art audio compon-ents are co • f d 
I ming rom Yamaha, where an all-out research and 

eve opment program has created The Ultimate System. Yarnaha's 
COrnb much-heralded B-1 Vertical F ET Basic Amplifier 
oper ~~es the superb clean sound of the tube with the best 
T a ing characteristics of the transistor. 

he C-1 Pream IT , tort10 P I ier s clear tonality and exceedingly low dis-
througnhare the result of using advanced F ET design exclusively out the s· I The C igna path-a Yamaha first. 

• T-7ooo Tuner includes the new technology of three unique circuits 
for ultra-low distortion, while Yamaha's 

YP-800 Turntable meets the highest professional standards 
for accurate sound reproduction. 
Finally, the NS-1000 Series speaker systems utilize the new 
Yamaha beryllium alloy diaphragm, developed to achieve a 
new quality standard of tonal transparency. These systems 
are such engineering masterpieces that they're equally as 
impressive with the screen off as with it on, although the 
fine-quality furniture finish of the speakers is a complement 
to any decor. 
Other vital state-of-the-art developments and resulting ad­
vanced features may be found throughout the line of Yam­
aha sound system components. 

29 



• • • It's other actions 
and sounds, too 

The PM-1000 mixer provides incredible versatility, in the 

studio on the road or on stage. Musicians almost feel it's 

anoth~r musical instrument as it becomes an integral part 

of any group or individual's performing equipment. 

30 

Yamah's Composite is the champion's tennis racket, chosen by 

all-time great Margaret Court for its consistent shot-making 

ability and its wide-ranging performance, whether providing 

rifle-delivery serves or game-winning volleys. 

····•••••• 

....... 

Wherever you take your music, it'll come out note-for-note 

perfect on each of the nine Yamaha amplifiers, designed with 

the latest audio developments to provide d1stort1on-free, full­

range sound reproduction for instrumentalists, regardless of 

their performing specialty. 



- -
Ba'.bara Ann Cochran, America's only Olympic gold medal sk11ng cham • h . 

Pion, as Joined forces with Yamaha to compete internation II . 
a Y on the newly designed Yamaha skis offering superb co t I . ' 
n ro and predictable performance under a wide variety of . . 
snow and ski cond1t1ons. 

Test rider Tom Parks knows that the Viscount Aerospace bike, 
distributed by Yamaha, is world-renowned for its racing lead­
ership. The ultra-I ightweight 10 speeds have won more than 
240 racess this year alone, and professionals like Parks appre­
ciate the host of features that set the Viscount apart from 
its competitors. 
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